[image: image2.emf]During the middle ages clerics and scribes would work tireleesly on pages of manuscrpts for the
church and for Kings. While they translated the bible they would decorate or llluminate the first
letter in a paragraph. This minature painting was one of the middle ages, or Gothic time period's,
best art. We can see these in old books and manusripts from this time period and it is marvalous
how they decorated these letters.

Since they were using wide calligragphic pens the first letters would some times be in the same
style only bigger. Other times they would use a different style of letters. Letters come in different
styles with cerlain names such as Roman, Gothic, Serif, sans serif, italic and script.

Roman letters are thick and thin : A AAAAA
Gothic letters are the same width: A“AAA ﬂ fye

;.\, ‘ t'.“: ‘ Y
Serifs are lines or shapes at the ends of the letters: AA A AAA gé‘s \y/‘_'y\d)
N ‘.\ *' 1 4

sans serif means there are no serifs.
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Script letters are like writing in longhand, where leﬁ

letters flow one to ancther:









 

[image: image3.jpg]The Golden Age of lumination

Paris was o bithplace of new deas i book omamentation at the
begining o the 13th cent. Picture and ext were mre losaly
Integraied. The most srking qualty of the Gothic minatures was.
their paratel o sianed ass windows i the use of imilar coors,
drawing. and medalion frameworks. Book sze docreased, intals
were expanded; and grolesque e monsters and drolleies.
appoared in the margins.

Lay schools emerged n the 14th cent, drocied by indicual artsts,
such as Mafre Honoré and Jean Pucc/e. Gold ieds were repiaced
by colored and landscape backgrounds,ahouh colors wero
sometimes abandoned fo arisale, a8 i the Hours of Joanno.
dEvroux ¢ 1325; Metipoltan Mus.) by Jean Pucalle

Greate realism and a wealh of omament n the marging can be.
‘seen n the works doneinthe early 15t cen. forthe duc de Borry
by the Burgundian court artsts Andeé Beaunoveu, Jacauemart do
Hosdin,and tho Lmbourg brothers, The epilome of oleganco was
reachad inthe T rches houros du duc do Bory (Chantiy) by the
Limbourg brothrs, showing a fusion of th rofined Parisian stle
Wi the more realstc ar of Flanders and 2iso the nfuence of
Hallan panel painting

Haly was an important center oflumination in the 16th and 1600
cent. Among those who worked as luminalors wero Fra Angeico
Maniegna (briey), Liberale da Verona, and Gluo Clovi. In genera,
luminations were no lnge closoly reated o the text but became.
it painings in Renaissanco frams. The decine of the at of o
miniature was made inevtable by the iventon of the prining press.
‘and owar e end of the 15th can. wood bock prints began (o
feplace painted flminaton

Here are some exampies of luminations
hat use the decoralions paters and
symbols 1o decoral the ol sid area
of e eter. Can you il see e leter?
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	Student Name:
Lesson: Illuminated Letter Project
	Class Period:

	Circle the number that best shows how well you feel that you completed that criterion for the assignment.
	Excellent
	Good
	Average
	Needs Improvement

	Criteria 1 – Design/ Composition:  The letter is large and the main focal point.  There is a boarder with decoration around the letter.  There is not too much negative space shown within the paper. 
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less

	Criteria 2 – Color Application:  Colored pencils are used so that the color is bright and stands out like paint on the page.  Pencils have been blended together to create new colors.  Contrasting colors used on the outlines to make shapes stand out.  
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less

	Criteria 3 – Pattern, Pattern, Pattern! – 5-8 complex patterns have been used within the image.  Pattern has been used in the letter, in the boarders, and in the spaces in between.
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less

	Criteria 4 – Effort: took time to develop idea & complete project? (Didn’t rush.) Good use of class time?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less

	Criteria 5 – Craftsmanship – Neat, clean & complete? Skillful use of the art tools & media?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less 

	Total: 50
(possible points)
	Grade:          /50       =
	Your Total
	Teacher Total


[image: image1.jpg]These are some lettering cases that would be a good start
for you to use when first creating you letter.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFESHIIKIANOPQRSTUTWXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJLKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ,

ABCDEFGHIJRLMNOPORSTUVWRYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ABCREF SBITRLMNOPORSTUTWXDE

ABCOEFGhIijKLmMDO
PQRSTCUVRIXYZ
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

aBcoefghiadklm
ROPQRSTUDTOXYZ
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Instructions:


Choose a letter to work with; this could the letter of your first or last name, or another letter of your choosing.


 Look at some of the lettering styles given and use them to draw out your letter in 10 thumbnail sketches.  


Next, look for some images that you can add as designs to your surround you letter.  These can be images based on previous Illuminations or you can look for images in books or online


Pick the best letter from your thumbnail sketches and create a rough draft in your sketchbook with these designs.  


Once your rough draft is completed, you will transfer your design to your final paper.


The more complex patterns you add, the better!!!


You will then add bright color to your design using colored pencils.  The outlines will be done last with colored pencil to make the color stand out.
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ilumination
illumination,

n art, decoration of manuscripts and books with colored, gilded
pictures, often referred o as miniatures (see miniature paring);
historated and decorated inals; and omamental border designs.

Early llumination

“The eariiest known ilustrated ros come from Egypt; they include
the oldest example, the Ramessoun Papyrus (c.1980 B.C.) and
fragments from the Book of the Dead, found in tombs. Litlle or
Rothing survives of ancient Greek ilumination, although scientific
treatises and epic poatry are said to have contained pictures. Itis
thought that by the 2d cent. A.D. the long papyrus rol began to be
replaced by the parchment codex (or feaved book). Thus a new,
‘compact format was introduced as the framework for the piture.
From the late classical period (probably 5th cent. AD.) come the
ilustrations of Vergi (Vatican) and the liad (Ambrosian Library,
Mian)








